
Through these strategic choices, the university seeks to empower students to 

tackle contemporary economic, social, and environmental challenges while 

ensuring their successful integration into the workforce. As an active agent in the 

process of implementing the recommendations of the New Development Model 

(NMD), the university is committed to professionalization, applied research, and 

innovation, while embracing digital transformation and internationalization to 

bolster its attractiveness to students and employers alike.

Finally, through effective governance and robust partnerships with economic and 

institutional stakeholders, Abdelmalek Essaadi University continues to develop a 

sustainable, inclusive model of higher education that supports regional develop-

ment and anticipates the evolving requirements of its socio-economic 

environment.
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Abdelmalek Essaadi University stands out as one of Morocco’s leading public 

institutions, firmly committed to meeting the needs of its environment and 

contributing to sustainable development. Officially established in 1989, the 

university’s origins trace back to 1982 with the founding of two higher education 

institutions in Tétouan, which laid the foundation for what would evolve into a 

nationally and internationally recognized center of academic excellence.

The university is named after the Saadian Sultan Abu Marwan Abd al-Malik, 

renowned for his decisive victory at the Battle of Oued El-Makhazine. Strategical-

ly situated between the Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts, just 14 kilometers 

from Spain, Abdelmalek Essaadi University benefits from a unique geostrategic 

location. This position makes it a natural crossroads for cultural exchange and a 

key player within one of Morocco’s most dynamic economic and industrial 

regions. As the country’s second-largest industrial hub, the region attracts 

significant international investment and plays a critical role in driving national 

economic growth.

In this context, the university plays a vital role in developing human capital, 

fostering innovation, and supporting socio-economic progress at both regional 

and national levels. Today, the university consists of seventeen institutions 

across six strategic cities: Tétouan, Martil, Tangier, Larache, Ksar El Kébir, and Al 

Hoceima. Among its most recent developments is the inauguration of the École 

Supérieure de Technologie in Tétouan, created in response to the growing 

demand for technical skills in a region undergoing rapid industrial and technologi-

cal transformation. This is particularly evident in the maritime sector and the 

digital sector.

Aligned with the royal vision of His Majesty King Mohammed VI—may God assist 

him—Abdelmalek Essaadi University places human capital development at the 

core of its mission. The institution is deeply committed to modernizing its 

academic and research programmes to better align with the needs of the job 

market. This involves strengthening professional training, promoting innovation, 

and supporting entrepreneurship and upskilling.
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