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Octopus vulgaris is one of the most targeted cephalopod species in Morocc&{ij}fz ‘
At

commercial value and landed weight. Its main fishing area is located in the South
waters of Morocco, between Sidi Elghazi and Cap Blanc.
The study conducted in the southern Atlantic waters of Morocco between the parallels L: 26°
24' N (Sidi Elghazi) and G : 020° 46' N (Cap Blanc), is based on a 3325 series of trawling
operations targeting Octopus (223510.6 Kg of Octopus ) by a cephalopod offshore trawler and
600 specimens of Octopus vulgaris sampled randomly from landings of coastal trawler and
the artisanal fleets (300 for each of the two fleets). The study showed a remarkable abundance
of young Octopus vulgaris individuals in terms of catches compared to large individuals,
whether day or night, with lower yields during the nights. Winter trips produced highest

yields than summer trips.

The demographic composition of Octopus vulgaris during this period of study showed
dominance in weight of young individuals on depth strata at less than 30 meters, with a yield
of 35.61kg/h, while large individuals dominate the depth strata at more than 76 meters, with a
yield of 11.05kg/h.

The analyze of aspects of the reproductive biology of Octopus vulgaris in coastal trawl
and artisanal fleets showed that artisanal fleet exploited mainly medium-sized individuals of
Octopus vulgaris classified as TS (>1.2—1.5 kg) through to T3 (>2.0-3.0 kg), whereas coastal
trawlers tended to exploit smaller individuals in classes T8 (>0.3—-0.5 kg) to T6 (>0.8-0.2 kg).
The sex ratio of Octopus vulgaris is significantly different between landing of coastal trawl
and artisanal fleets (p = 0.043), being in favor of males in the landings of coastal trawlers
(1.14:1 M:F) and in favor of females in the artisanal fleet (0.91:1 M:F). The size at first
maturity (dorsal length of the mantle and weight) of the species in the study area is of the
order of 14.98 cm and 370.56 g for males and 15.75 cm and 563.08 g for females.
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